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Colby Optimisiic on GIA

“1 a1 not have the author- various allegations about the
Tnirad viesy Lt ity. 1 have a commitment to CIA essentially give a picture
CiA  Director E. tre senate of the United of an organization vhich was
olby. whose azeney is under States that I will retuse. if it a threat to our freedom and a,
nvestization by two cougres- should come to that. I would.danger to the repuiric. en-|
itonal committees and a presi- really go set another job. I gaged in uncontrolled activi-

lential commission. said yes- don't need this one that ties” Colby said.
erday the CIA “will come-much’ _ '« think the investigations
‘hrough” the proves and he  Although he admitted the. . ink the investigations
1as no intention of resigning. agency committed some im.; Will rather clearly indicale
«1 really have never felt proprieties, Colby denicd be- that the CIA has adhered e>-;
‘hat I’ve wanted to walk away fore Senate and House com- seutially to its ioreign intelli-f
gence mission and its activi-!

‘rom a fight.” iie <aid in an_in- mittees last month that the
tervieyv = CI1A had conducted a emassive’ties were controlied and

T try to stick to it. If 1 illezal domestic intellizent op- within the limits of its proper
think it's right, why I\l defend eration” against auntiwar znd authority and proper apbrov-
it. If 1 think I'm wrong, I'll dissident elements in recent. als at various times, with a;
probably try to admit it. years. few esdeptions—few and iar
Theres no use fizhting ahout tie said the agency had done, between—an things that now
something that's wrong. some counterspying to deter- appear questivnable or even

“Obviously. 1 serve at the miue whetiier American dissi-. in some very few cases Haltly
pleasure of the President. so deats had links with foreigniwrong.”
it's not up to me alone But [ powers, but said the operation: All this will “come inte pro-.
certainly don't have any temp- was “neither massive, illegal,iportion,” he said, “and witl b’
tation to throw in the towel nor domestic.” iweizled azainst an anormous
The nub of current contro- improvement in our intelii-

\sked if hc would retuse a versy over CLA activities is’'gence knowledge of the world.
presidential order to carry out that its charter forbids it from. and the enormous contvibu-
an operation he thought im-.spying on Americans within tion that CIA makes to the se-
proper, Cothy saic: the United States. “I think the curity of our country. tu the
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_welfare ot our
noace in many
world.”

Unlby, 33, an intelligzence of-
ticial since World War 1{ and
CIA chief since 1837, said the
agency’s character and nature
has-changed in the last 15 or
20 yearvs.

»It is not the same thing as
_the old image. [t's an intellec-
‘und proeess. ) tecigicsl proe-
ess.

“Yes, it still has its more
venturesoqae aspects. but the
ex-omeant  of  intzlliidence
areve duvs s in the jnellee
‘uat and technological a< woil
-+« physical tields. It isn't just
~.ae old Mata Hari and Natuzan
Hale days. 1t’s a big affair;
now.” i
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